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Launching the Conference (9:30-10:45)
Location: Hall of Academic Council Sessions (Main building, 5th

floor

9:30-10:00 - Registration of participants

10:00-10:15 — Welcome speech

Tigran Yepremyan, Dean of the Faculty of International Relations,
Yerevan State University

Hovhannes Hovhannisyan, Rector of Yerevan State University
10:15-10:45 - Keynote speech: Polarization, Transactionalism, and
Small States

Rouben Azizian, Massey University, New Zealand
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Panel 1: Security, Order & Disorder: Great Power Rivalry in the
Post-Soviet Eurasia (10:45-12:20)
Location: Hall of Academic Council Sessions (Main building, 5th

floor
Moderator: Tigran Yepremyan, Yerevan State University, Armenia

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine as a filter and amplifier of the *soft’
power projection and reception: Comparative case of the European
Union, China and Russia in Kazakhstan

Fabienne Bossuyt, Ghent University, Belgium

Dis-)Engagement with Europe, Shifting Identities and Foreign
Policies in Armenia and Georgia
Laure Delcour, Sorbonne Nouvelle University, France

Small State Strategies for Peaceful Change in a World of Conflict
Anders Wivel, University of Copenhagen, Denmark

The Prospects of lran-Armenia Strategic Partnership in the New
Eurasian Geo-economy
Seyed Hassan Mirfakhraei, Allameh Tabataba’i University, Iran

Coffee Break (12:20-12:40)

Panel 2: Nation-Building, lIdentity & Narratives (12:40-
14:15)

Location: Hall of Academic Council Sessions (Main building, 5th

floor
Moderator: Rouben Azizian, Massey University, New Zealand
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Reconstruction and Modernization of National Identity as Catalysts
for Stateness: A Post-Soviet Perspective
Violetta Manukyan, Strategic Development Agency, Armenia

Contested Memories, Defended Identities: Religious Minorities and
the Politics of Resistance in Soviet and Post-Soviet Georgia
Alexander Lutz, Georgetown University, United States

A Tale of Two States: Explaining the Divergent Outcomes of EU Soft
Power in Albania and Georgia

Adrian Brisku, Charles University, Czechia Ilia State University,
Georgia

Authoritarian Storytelling: How Georgia and Belarus Use Strategic
Communication to Reshape the Nation

Natalie Arnould and Vita van Dreven, The Hague Research Institute,
Netherlands

National Identity, Politics of Memory and Geopolitics: The Foreign
Policy Dilemma in Post-Soviet Armenia (1991-2018)

Mikayel Zolyan, Yerevan Brusov State University of Languages and
Social Sciences, Armenia

Lunch Break (14:15-15:15)

PARALELL SESSIONS
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Panel 3: Narratives of Belonging: Identity, Mobility & Memory in
the Caucasus (15:15-16:30)
Location: Hall of Academic Council Sessions (Main building, 5th

floor
Moderator: Gor Petrosyan, Yerevan State University, Armenia

Azerbaijanism and Turkism: Ideological Hybridity, Ontological
(In)security and Nation-Building in Post-War Azerbaijan
Levon Hovsepyan, National Academy of Sciences, Armenia

Alteration of Ukrainian Geopolitics in the Last Decades
Gréta Hohn, Ludovika University of Public Service, Hungary

Nation-Building Processes in the Republics of the South Caucasus
(based on analysis of in-depth interviews)

Hovhannes Sargsyan and David Sargsyan, Russian-Armenian
University, Armenia

Reconstructing National Identity in Post-War Armenia: Between De-
or Remythologization
Norayr Dunamalyan, Russian-Armenian University, Armenia

Panel 4: Curricula of Change: Education as Geopolitical Catalyst
(15:15-16:15)
Location: YSU History Museum (Main building, 7th floor)

Moderator: Erik Davtyan, Yerevan State University, Armenia

Geopolitics of Education in Georgia: from “radical Europeanness™ to
“Georgianness”
Archil Sikharulidze, Sikha Foundation, Georgia
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Ways of Knowing at the American University in Bulgaria: Present at
the End of History
Cristofer Scarboro, King’s College, Wilkes-Barre, United States

Social Stratification of Georgian in the Period of Transition

Alexander Tsagareli, Thilisi State University, Georgia

Break (16:30:-16:50)

Panel 5: Society & Resilience in the Post-Socialist Context (16:50-
18:25)
Location: Hall of Academic Council Sessions (Main building, 5th

floor
Moderator: Laure Delcour, Sorbonne Nouvelle University, France

“How are all these leaflets going to make Syunik safer?”” A feminist
exploration of resilience and (in)security along Armenia’s
borderlands

Laura Luciani, Ghent University, Belgium

Armenia’s Domestic Violence Law: A Case Study for Post-Soviet
Geopolitics
Lori Pirinjian, University of California, Los Angeles, United States

Gendered Nation-Building in Wartime Ukraine: Between Geopolitical
Narratives and Domestic Mobilization
Maryna Shevtsova, Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium
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Post-Socialist Legacies in Transnational Family-Making: Gendered
Care, Absence, and Kinship Across Borders

Inna Bondarenko, European University Institute, Italy | Centre for
European Policy Studies, Belgium

Manufacturing the Enemy: Armenophobia and the Construction of
National Identity in Post-Soviet Azerbaijan
Anzhela Mnatsakanyan, Yerevan State University, Armenia

Panel 6: Extra-Regional Partnerships: Politics, Economy and Soft
Power (16:50-18:05)
Location: YSU History Museum (Main building, 7th floor)

Moderator: Suren Tadevosyan, Yerevan State University, Armenia

Armenia, Georgia, and the Gulf Arab States: What is Behind the
Growing Cooperation?

Mushegh Ghahriyan, Yerevan State University | National Academy of
Sciences, Armenia

Cooperation between France and Armenia: From Soft Power to More
Pragmatic Diplomacy
Karim Belgacem, ESSCA Lyon, France

Centring the agency of the countries in-between Russia and the
European Union: Liminality in times of rupture
Louise Amoris, Sorbonne Nouvelle University, France

Transcaucasia and the Formation of the Geopolitical System in the
Post-Soviet Era (Late 20th Century — Early 21st Century)

Jemal Karalidze and Salome Karalidze, Batumi Shota Rustaveli State
University, Georgia



Post-Soviet Transformations: Geopolitics, Nation-building and Development

Panel 7: Migration, Public / Local Governance & Public
Administration Reform: Analyzing the Post-Soviet Experience
(16:50-18:25)

Location: YSU Library, Room 503 (fifth floor)

Moderator: Vahagn Aglyan, Yerevan State University, Armenia

The analysis of local public administration reforms in the Republic of
Armenia: gambit or political thrik?
Katerina Altunyan, Yerevan State University, Armenia

The role of artificial intelligence in modern governance: challenges,
opportunities and ethical considerations for Armenian context
Narine Asryan, Yerevan State University, Armenia

Quo Vadis? Local Autonomy in Armenia: Progress, Challenges, and
Comparisons with European Trends
Arman Gasparyan, Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium

Federalism in the post-Soviet space: attempts and abilities
Ilia Logvin, Southern Federal University, Russia

Comparative Analysis of Migration in the South Caucasus (Armenia,

Azerbaijan, Georgia)
Nune Melkonyan, Yerevan State University, Armenia

The end of the first day of the conference
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October 10

Panel 1: Soft-Power Waves Across the Post-Soviet Seas (09:30-
10:45)
Location: Balian Conference Hall (Faculty of International Relations,

4th floor)

Moderator: Fabienne Bossuyt, Ghent University, Belgium

Shifting Paradigms: The Evolution of EU-Armenia Cultural Policies
from Independence to the Present
Haykuhi Muradyan, Yerevan State University, Armenia

Russian Soft Power Influence Instruments in Georgia
Maia Manchkhashvili and Nino Nishnianidze, Georgian Technical
University, Georgia

The Dragon’s soft power influence in Central Asia: the Belt Road
Initiative
Rosa Marcela Ramos, University of Murcia, Spain

Soft Power and Cultural Diplomacy in the Post-Sovier Space:
France’s Strategic Engagement in the South Caucasus
Mariam Topakyan, Yerevan State University, Armenia

Coffee Break (10:45-11:05)

Panel 2: Diasporic Echoes & Cultural Fortresses: Memory, Faith,
and Belonging Across Post-Soviet Landscapes (11:05-12:05)
Location: Balian Conference Hall (Faculty of International Relations,

4th floor)
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Moderator: Adrian Brisku, Charles University, Czechia Ilia State
University, Georgia

The Armenian Apostolic Church in Post-Soviet Georgia: Relations
with the Georgian Orthodox Church and State
Giorgi Pareshishvili, Caucasus International University, Georgia

The Role and Importance of the Armenian Diaspora in Armenia’s
Domestic and Foreign Policy (With a Focus on the Post-2020
Nagorno-Karabakh War Period)

Hirad Mokhayeri, Islamic Azad University, Iran

Cultural security of the Russian minority in the conditions of the
Russian-Ukrainian war. The case of selected post-Soviet countries
Tomasz Szyszlak, University of Wroclaw, Poland

Lunch Break (12:05-13:05)

PARALELL SESSIONS

Panel 3: Politics of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict: regional and
inter-regional dimensions (13:05-14:20)
Location: Balian Conference Hall (Faculty of International Relations,

4th floor)

Moderator: Levon Hovsepyan, National Academy of Sciences,
Armenia

Armenia—Azerbaijan relations in the light of Turkish-Iranian regional
competitive policy following the 2020 war
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Veronika Torosyan, National Academy of Sciences, Armenia

The main features of the current phase of Armenian-Azerbaijani
conflict: a retrospective analysis
Roman Karapetyan, Yerevan State University, Armenia

The main factors determining the strategic relations between
Azerbaijan and Pakistan
Karine Mkrtchyan, “Public Relations and Information Center” SNCO

Armenia—Israel: Points of Divergence and Convergence
Rebecca Hovhannisyan, Yerevan State University, Armenia

Panel 4: Twilight Orders and Emerging Giants: Contesting Power
and Security in Post-Soviet Eurasia (13:05-14:05)
Location: YSU History Museum (Main building, 7th floor)

Moderator: Roman Karapetyan, Yerevan State University, Armenia

Reassessing the Security Order in Post-Soviet Eurasia
Majid Abdulla Al-Mualla, Dubai Police Academy, United Arab
Emirates

The Post-Soviet World and the Death of the American Dream
Andrea Grant-Friedman, Lehigh Carbon Community College, United
States

Hybrid Warfare in the 21st Century: Georgia’s Experience and
Implications for Regional Security

Gvantsa Abdaladze, Thilisi State University, Georgia

Break (14:20-14:40)
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Panel 5: Resilience and Security in Europe and the Caucasus:
Confronting Digital and Hybrid Threats (14:40-15:40)
Location: YSU History Museum (Main building, 7th floor)

Moderator: Ashot Aleksanyan, Yerevan State University

Resilience against financial hybrid threats: lessons from the European
Union’s experience

Eva Jancikova, Bratislava University of Economics and Business,
Slovakia

Security Council of the Slovak Republic — The Supreme Crisis
Management Body

Karol Janas, University of Alexander Dubéek in Trenéin, Slovakia
Alexandra Janasové, Bc. City of PovaZzska Bystrica, Slovakia

A Comprehensive Framework for Ensuring the Protection and
Resilience of Critical Infrastructure Against Various Threats and
Risks

Antonin Koraus§, Plenipotentiary of the Minister of the Interior of the
Slovak Republic for Development and Projects and Chairman of the
Accreditation Council | Academy of the Police Force in Bratislava,
Slovakia

[in Russian] IManear 6: T'eomoMTHYecKWe CTPATerud M
peruoHaibHble (POpMAThl HA IOCTCOBETCKOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE
(14:40-16:15)

JIokarusi: 3aJl M. [lansHOB (d) AKYJIbTET MCEXKAYHAPOAHBIX

OTHOLIIEHUH, 4-11 3TaXK)
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Mogneparop: Kax Manyksn, EpeBaHckuil rocygapcTBEHHBIN
YHHUBEPCUTET, ApMEHU

Konyenm coceocmea mexcdy 3anadom u Bocmoxom: cneyugpuka
2ceocmpamezuti Ha NOCMCOBEMCKOM NPOCMPAHCTNGE
Oxcana KapnayxoBa, FOxHbIi (enepanbHblil yaHuBepcuTeT, Poccus

Tpancgopmayus mHozoeekmopuot enewnell norumuxu Kazaxcmana
nocae 2022 2o0a: om 6ANAHCUPOBAHUSL K AKMUBHOMY XeONHCUPOBAHUIO
@Paruma KykeeBa, Ka3zaxckuil HalMOHaJIbHBIA YHMBEPCHUTET HUMEHU
anb-Oapabdu, Kazaxcran

Cmpamezuueckas YCMOUYUBOCmy Tpanckacnuiickozo
MENCOYHAPOOHO20 ~ MPAHCNOPMHO20 — MAPWPYMa 8  YCIOBUAX
2e0NnonUMU4eckol HecmabuIbHOCMU U PeSUOHANbHOU KOHKYPEeHYUu
oeporcas

@®aruma XKanamrait, Kazaxckuil HallMOHAJIBHBIN YHUBEPCUTET UMEHU
anb-Dapabdu, Kazaxcran

Adpeanckuii pakmop 6 eeonorumurxe L{enmpanvroi Azuu
Omap Moxamman Heccap, Wucrtutyr BocTOKOBeAeHus PAH,
nupektop LlenTpa nzyuenus copemenHoro Adranucrana, Poccust

Tpancnopm u  Jno2ucmuka KAk — (akmop — unmezpayuu - 8
MeACOYHapoOnbIX omHowenusx: Ketic Kazaxcmana

Mamuk Ayran, Kazaxckuil HallMOHaJIbHBIA YHUBEPCUTET UMEHHU ajlb-
dapabdu, Kazaxcran

IepepsiB (16:15-16:25)

Manens 7. MoauTHKA, IKOHOMHKA M MEKIYHAPOIHbIE HHTEPECHI B
EBpa3zuu (16:25-18:00)
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Jlokanmsi:  3an uMm.  [lansgsoB  (dakyapTer  MEXKIYHAPOAHBIX

OTHOIIIEHUH, 4-11 3TaXK)

Mogeparop: Okcana  Kapuayxosa, IOxHbII  (enepanbHbIi
yHuBepcurer, Poccus

Ocobennocmu  snewnei  noaumuxu Poccutickoti  @edepayuu 6
obnacmu skoHomuveckux omuouwtenuii 6 1990-e 200b1 (keticol
npeonpusmuii. U 00UWEeCMBEHHbIX OpPeAHU3AYULL) 6 CPABHUMETbHOU
pempocnekmuse

Mapus [Tonomapesa, FOxHbIi (enepanbHblid yHUBepcuTeT, Poccust

Mup 6 ycrosusix «yu@dposo2o KOIOHUARUSMAY . MEMPOROIUU, KOAOHUU,
30Hbl CONPOMUBTIEHUS

Banentuna KomneBa, LleHTp MeXIyHApOIHBIX CTPaTETHYECKHUX
uccienoanuii  Jlurmomatnyeckoit  akamemumun @ MUl PO |
HanronansHbIM HCCIIENOBATENbCKU N WHCTUTYT pa3BUTHS
KOMMYyHUKalui, Poccus

Brusnue eeononumuueckux npomueopeuuii Ha  NpOCMPAHCMGE
Espasuu na paouxanuzayuio monooexcu Llenmpanvrou A3uu

Kypanaii baiizakoBa, Kazaxckuil HallMoHaIbHBIN YHUBEPCUTET UMEHU
anp-Dapabdu, Kazaxcran

Hsaoyams nem unencmea Cnosaxuu 6 Esponeiickom Coroze
Jionmuna  JlumkoBa, YHuBepcuter —Anekcanapa JlyOueka B
Tpenuune, CroBakus

Hatpux HMasopuuk, ITpemoBckuii yHEBepCHTET B Topoje Ilperos,
CrnoBaxus

Abxazua 6o snewnen noaumuxe CILIA ¢ XX 6.: eausnue xonumexcma
U QUHAMUKQ UHmMepeca
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Pagmuna Aiipusin, FOxHbIH (enepanbHblid yHUBepcuTeT, Poccust

The end of the conference
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